
Feburary 21, 2021
Spirit and Truth Part 11: The Sanctifying Spirit (1): The Basics

Selected Scriptures

Five different areas of Biblical teaching that I hope will help us come to a clearer Biblical understanding of 
what God desires for us:

I. __________________________________________________________________________________ (Ezek 36:27; Phil 2:13; Heb 13:20-21; 
Eph 4:23-24; Col 3:8-10; Rom 6:4, 6, 12-14; 2 Cor 7:1; 1 Cor 1:2, 6:11; Acts 20:32)

A. Wrong Views:

1) __________________________________

2) __________________________________

3) __________________________________

4) __________________________________

B. The Biblical View:

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q35 - “What is sanctification?” - Sanctification is the work of God’s 
free grace by which we are renewed throughout in the image of God and are enabled more and 
more to die to sin and live to righteousness. 



1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. __________________________________________________________________________________ (Phil 2:12-13; 2 Cor 3:18)

A. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the process of progressive sanctification, God is working in us not just to work, but also to will. He 
is working even on our desires.  – Michael Riccardi, Sanctification: The Christian’s Pursuit of God-Giv-
en Holiness, 9

[Sanctification] does not consist exclusively in a series of a new kind of acts. It is making the tree 
good, in order that the fruit may be good. It involves an essential change of character. [Just] as re-
generation is…a new birth, a new creation, a quickening or communicating a new life,…so sanctifica-
tion in its essential nature is not holy acts, but such a change in the state of the soul, that sinful acts 
become more infrequent, and holy acts more and more habitual and controlling. – Charles Hodge, 
Systematic Theology, 3:226



B. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

[The Holy Spirit] is the efficient cause of all holiness and sanctification – quickening, enlightening, 
purifying the souls of his saints. – John Owen, ‘Of Communion with God’, Works 2:199

C. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If the Holy Spirit is the agent of this great work of effecting holiness in the Christian, do we just sit 
back and do nothing? Are we entirely passive, depending upon the sovereign whims of the Spirit to 
sanctify us as He pleases? Does it fall to us merely to relax and yield and surrender – to let go and let 
God? - Michael Riccardi, Sanctification: The Christian’s Pursuit of God-Given Holiness

III.  __________________________________________________________________________________ (John 15:1-4; 1 Cor 1:30)

JUSTIFICATION SANCTIFICATION



Union with Christ, simply defined, is the relationship between the regenerate soul and Christ by 
which the believer is in Christ and Christ is in the believer by faith. - KAB

“Union with Christ is not a step in the application of redemption...it underlies EVERY step of the ap-
plication of redemption” - John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied

“Christlikeness is possible, but not by merely working with Jesus or simply imitating his example. 
Only by knowing our position in Jesus can we begin to live like Jesus.” – Kevin DeYoung, The Hole in 
Our Holiness

IV. __________________________________________________________________________________ (1 Cor 15:10; Colossians 1:29; 1 Tim 
4:7- 8; Hebrews 12:14, 13:16; Rom 8:11, 13; Eph 3:16; Tit 2:11-15)

A. ________________________________________________

B. ________________________________________________

C. ________________________________________________

V. __________________________________________________________________________________

1.  Personal holiness is God’s requirement for dwelling with Him – Matthew 5:8, Heb 12:14, 1 John 3:2-3
2.  Personal holiness is gratitude for God’s mercy – Romans 12:1
3.  Personal holiness shows our love for Christ – John 14:15
4.  Personal holiness is mirroring who God is – 1 Peter 1:14-16
5.  Personal holiness is tied to assurance – 2 Peter 1:10, 1
John 2:3-4, 5:3-4
6.  Personal holiness is a reminder that this world is not our home – 1 Peter 2:11
7.  Personal holiness honours those who have gone before us in the race of faith – Heb 12:1
8.  Personal holiness leads to a fullness of love and joy – John 15:10-11



How does the reality that God is for you in your sanctification give us confidence as we grow as Christians?

Is there anything wrong with seeking self-improvement for self-improvement’s sake? Why is it important not to confuse that with 
Biblical sanctification?

How do 2 Cor 3:18 and Phil 2:12-13 give us insight into how sanctification work?

Why is our union with Christ crucial to our ongoing growth in godliness?

What is one practical step of faith you can take this week in light of this message?

--

Resources: This list of resources is designed to address topics raised in the message in more details. The inclusion of the resources 
here does mean total endorsement of every “jot and tittle” and of course, I encourage you to be a Berean and test all things (Acts 
17:11, 1 Thess 5:21) and to pray through the text we’ve studied, trusting the Lord to grant further understanding.

** denotes a “top pick” resource

Something to Read:

The Doctrine of Sanctification - A.W. Pink
**The Hole in Our Holiness - Kevin DeYoung
**Holiness - J.C. Ryle
The Doctrine and Practice of Holiness - Erroll Hulse
Future Grace - John Piper

Something to Listen to (unless otherwise noted, all messages are available on YouTube):

Understanding Sanctification - Mike Fabarez
Distinguishing Sanctifation from Justification - Mike Fabarez
**Scripture’s Sufficiency for Sanctification - Mike Riccardi
Sanctification Parts 1 and 2 - John H. Gerstner


